
 

 

 
 
Protect and Connect 
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Three years after the provincial government gave the River Valley Alliance $1 million to come 

up with a plan for a blueprint of a new river valley parks system the group emerged with the 

plan. However, the price tag for the project was a little steep, $605 million to be exact. This plan 

has several stages and encompasses everything from building new facilities, to buying new 

parkland, to building 12 new pedestrian bridges. The RVA sees the plan not as a “one-year or 

even 10-year project. [But] a plan that might take 20 or 30 years.”1 Initial concerns about how 

the plan would turn-out were wiped away when the plan was revealed. The RVA’s plan sets 

clear objectives which do not include placing high rises or McDonald’s restaurants in the river 

valley. Instead the plan “sets clear objectives for protecting and preserving the natural 

environment of the area while also meeting social and economic objectives.”2 Protection and 

connection are themes of the RVA plan with $40 million set aside for land acquisition and 

reclamation. Park infrastructure takes up a large portion of the proposed budget with a price tag 

running in the area of $250 million.3 In the 1970s the city of Edmonton and the provincial 

government pooled resources in order to build the Capital City Recreation Park which connected 

the trail systems within the city of Edmonton itself. The RVA’s river valley plan follows a 

similar guise with the hopes of including cities outside of Edmonton but located along with 

                                                 
1 Paula Simons, “River valley worth $605M investment,” in the Edmonton Journal, March 20, 2007. 
2 Heather Andrews Miller, “North Saskatchewan River Valley has valued allies,” in Real Estate Weekly, April 8, 
2009. 
3 Simons, “River valley worth $605M,” in the Edmonton Journal, March 20, 2007. 



 

 

North Saskatchewan River. Building world-renowned parks does not come cheap and the RVA’s 

plan for the river valley proves that.  


